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MIDTOWN
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Duany Plater - Zyberk & Company
Architects & Town Planners
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AARON JONES GATHERING IDEAS FROM LOCAL RESIDENTS

With a reputation for good schools and the continued expansion
of the Little Rock Metropolitan Area, Bryant has become one of
the fastest growing cities in Arkansas. Like other expanding com-
munities in the Sunbelt region, Bryant's open space have been
developed with ad hoc residential and commercial uses, all occur-
ring without the context of a greater regional plan. As a result, the
City lacks neighborhood structure, civic gathering locations and a
coherent system of open space.

Nonetheless, Bryant's physical growth is bringing an increased
amount of wealth and prosperity to the area. According to the
United States Census, the median family income is now above
the Arkansas and Saline County averages. Moreover, the average
Bryant resident is only 35 years old. With such an enviable market
segment and residential and commercial growth projected for the
foreseeable future, the Midtown master plan was designed to help
Bryant grow sustainably and with great social and economic pros-
perity.

Midtown will be the first mixed-use center in the City of Bryant,
which is located fifteen miles to the southwest of downtown Liitle
Rock. The master plan was designed during an eight-day charrette,
which is an interactive process during which designers, architects
and planners collaborate and work with public officials, business
owners and the general public. The charrette was well-attended by
residents and local officials who informed the design process with
continuous feedback that ultimately shaped each iteration of the
master plan.

MIDTOWN

© Duany PLATER-ZYBERK & Company « 09.14.07

INTRODUCTION.

SCOTT SMITH, MIDTOWN'S TOWN ARCHITECT, SHARES HIS KNOWLEDGE OF LITTLE ROCK'S
HILLCREST NEIGHBORHOOD WiTH THE CHARRETTE TEAM

In its final form, the master plan presents a diverse and viable
development vision for 188 acres of suburban infill, as well as a
retrofit for the site's gateway at the intersection of Commonwealth
Drive, Arkansas State Highway 5, and North Reynolds Road. Using
existing creeks and greenways as neighborhood edges, Midtown
is comprised of three distinct neighborhoods. The mixture of com-
mercial and residential uses within these neighborhoods will offer
the City an alternative to the single-use suburbanized development
now prevalent throughout the region. In addition, a public market,
public pools, community hall, several church sites and a series of
parks will provide the existing community with a civic center and
places to gather in close proximity to housing of many sizes and
types.

The master plan includes an accompanying SmartCode over-
lay ordinance to be reviewed by City officials. This SmartCode
ordinance will serve as a regulatory tool avalilable to the City that
encourages the development of mixed-use, diverse, and pedestri-
an-friendly neighborhoods.
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